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For more information and examples, see e.g. Oxford Japanese Grammar & Verbs
Wikipedia's article "Japanese Verb Comugaton“ or Tae Kim's Guide to Learning Japanese
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C l,ii A% 11/\, £ h‘b/\ & ﬁ‘/\( HL/\ HLY fg: H$ N Ué’) H\,/\
HE = A RIRFE b =i
Dictionary or Plain Form Conjunctive | /T T A EX Imperative . LT
(non-past: habitual or future) (Sentence Joining) 3 eia A AN fort'm g < ) Volitional Form ‘
+7’; (negative imperative) +7=L\ (desire? L -adj.) +7§\,\’G‘ (negz?vsll\i/tilnut ~iigjg +5 (volitional) |
”””””””””””””””””””” | B (desire? BE& wb) || | 443<T (neg. T form) || | (olaEiEDs;
Nominalization | FIELARW  (strong neg. desire) | | 47r o7 (neg. 7= form) |- | +2& 9% (attempt/about to ~ )
(forming noun-phrases or gerunds) +7':L7b\'r9 (“while ~ing”) 3 +10Th = (neg.-cond ) 3 +5& 8B5S  (“think about ~ ) ‘
LD (emphatic/informal) | | +5'5 (72) (fendsto~") | | +iHB (neg. vol.) | /“‘ | +5& R¥ DS (‘decide totry ) |
| +Z & (use z& bydefauty (abstract) | +7‘:‘:7’.()\77'::) (way of ~ing’) | | +7AWNTLARIL (neg. request) B ooocoeeoooooomoooooeeeoooioe :
i, HZET idioms - i +22 (2 (itlooks like =) 1} | opligation “must/have to ~" | — I -
zEmTER  (abet-)| | g (eontinuingto =9 1 -+ & Lz +m‘t*3 . {&’Eﬂ:’ :
AT A BB (occasiona) | TPHB  (akuzasuperiude) | | imdTiwiBLa CEotl ! Hypothetical Form
(+ZEI B (10 decidet +iB7TES (excess, BB vb) | | +72<5% LI SR R DY g NS
Zehe (todecideto~) || 1=l of motion] (go&do~") | | +AFhIE NFRL . et HEY | —E
HTERRB  Eoars] [ LSGI feasytor Wead) | | +aEe s P A (conditional)
T HIZKW  (difficultto ~ W eadj) || el e e nomal e L thig-
(“if ~ definitely ...") ispeaker's 2non-speaker's . . . (potential) 5 .
+HU§7”‘-_ (“before ~ing ...") || + [verb] (compound verb) S it (= rfgit'v‘: _Oldl) +% e +hb1'bf>
+hNEP LD (“as soon as”) || = [noun/adij.] (e BIO%, BRA0y) | I (= "without ~ing” - formal) {418 when spoken)
+&H1< (without intent) +E£D (noun for verb target) A — “new —Ex verb (& - #%) :
+~RE ()  (dealistic “should”) Polite (~ £ ¥ form (passi i N
- ~ passive / honorific) o . ' -
+ZF L\ (= neg. volitional — formal) ¢ ) +hs* +5hs* ; Conditional dioms )
N o " +F9 (non past) RRYI 1 should ~*)
+31~7:\_l,\"(7°\_) (it seems that ~) +EHA (negative) (causative) §+J27.)‘ # (I should have <) |
+?7 (72)  (“I've heard that ~) +ELE 5] o i) 3" T S7z (‘I should have ')
+b l,\,\ (“apparently” L \-adj.) +§ﬁ/b—6 lJf\—- (past negative) (+79 ** alternative) (alternative +X3 *) K .
+[tentqtive copula] (tentative) +FLED (volitional) (causative passive)
+37 () (expectation) | 4 2" (mconj./ T form) |  TEENZ  +XESNBC
+7i5 (H:) (contextual “if”) +$Thﬂf (e ;:onditional) (+%h3*alternative)  (alternative not used)
Y (7= intenti N *new —F& verbs *new FLEX verb
+j:6 ) (Z;))_ P (mtemlon)/ \+7’;$\'\ / +t-L ('mperatlve) Nr;?gmrt alter\ri:tzv:formggy:spoken\flc?nrnss
2]
%Ei Alteimative English names for verb types:
g . 5 v eron, vt . o 0, comsonamtem
é _EQ Imperatlve ;here aré no v;)rbé in mtdgm yé;fa‘nese endir;g with
» , A&, AR or ¥ . Only ° ends with 3.
g +%/+& (# imperative)
g NB: when marked with dots, “/&” is pronounced “5>”
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Irregular Verbs Confusing Verbs

Some verbs are pronounced the same in plain form, but conjugate differently depending on which meaning is being used, e.g.:

Form “to do” “to come”
- . Verb —_ meanin meanin
Dictionary (Plain) 33 Fx5-<3% B ; 9 e 9
: w3 =) “to exist” EZ “to be necessary”
~F9 stem (conj.) L X A3 “to go in”
~72\N stem L z 15712 “to roast”
Passive INh3 oh3 W3 £x3% “to stay alive” 7 “to become sultry”
= 7= » - 3 » "
Causative X e - X o A5 195 to obtain ES to choose
B3 (spoken: X9¥) ZXEB (spoken: ZX7¥) %z “to win” B2 “to carve”
Passive-Causative Xt XL S - .

- 'ons IIEH6ND DD 2% “to alter” "%k “to turn over/invert”
Imperative L% (alsott&k - old) W 215 “to exchange” RS- )‘fﬁ'%) =5 “to return (home)”
Conditional IThiE <nuE x3 =3 “to put on (clothes)” 3% “to cut”

Potential TED (H*%3) 5h3 L& A& D “to close (something)” i) “to be damp”
Volitional Lk> ) 3% (=X “to sleep” b “to refine”
& LT xC ~D B3 “to pass (time/through)” Mo “to decrease”
= - - There are many other FE% verbs that end in ~\L¥% and ~%x% and therefore look like —E&% verbs in plain form, for example:
7= form L7 &
- - N ‘i?g HtEB  “tohurry” a3 “to kick” B3%-T3% “to shine” w303 “to fart”
[noun] +9% = verb (also, for physical actions only: spoken §%—>%% *) %5-WL%  “to tamper” M5-L> “to know” 8%-IL¥%  “tograsp” 55-F0\5 “to visit”
After A $2-F3 (—Basif‘U3" 3505 “oundiae B3 LeAB o speak” DHD “tofallover’  Ri#&%-H#<UD “wo belittle”
: (—Hasi ) (*condescending when giving) 8% -H5VS “ofall, sink’ B2 I3  “toslip, ski” A%-EW3E  “toenter #t0%-£IED “to cross”
Irregular ~T / ~7= form in other verbs: R%-MNES  “tolimit’ Ho - t3 “to compete”  E%-l&L%  “torun” B3 £ED “to pass by”
« “to go” 17<-uK - WoT and L\o7= A - *any kana from the L\ or X line of the kana chart. . J
« “to ask” BS-&5 - EIT and &DF e . . N
“torequest’ H3-£3-25 — 5T and 25k Honorific & Humble Irregulars Adjectives
H3-1E%-H3 has an irregular negative ( ~7k\\) form: &= Verb Honorific version Humble version WBE - 1FWESL Form L) - adj.
“#5” of leftover —E% verb #§*% (to obtain) is sometimes pronounced “>” L2175 TS =L LTS “ LV adjectives”
h f <hd I “«hr 1 % BEPYTY Ix% Conjugates: see table Stem <remove ~\\>
The imperative o (to give) commonly appears as (but is impolite) 205 BEDNCD BE2ICHAS For all polite forms: +T F— S
. . ﬁ\,\<\ *<5 L\FD’D L®3* %z"\é Neg. p0|ite: " " = o
Copula Plain Polite =073 WooLe2 * E5% BN — (1d) BYUELEA When” Cond. +H 275
. . E=hie) =tz * L 5153 . iti 3
Non-past e w B5  BEIDCAS  EE<TS Note: (A1 = &3 Condiional " H{T#LI3
Past (7= form) ot g% Eﬂ%; PEE=CR3 IR WA - TN L5ESL Conjunctive ~ +<T
. s = S o N = 2rFi (i SEED :
Conditional Eo7b /76 (F)  TLES guﬁi g;}’;;?g::gg Qg{sw’fgz—;z&, w i; adjectives” Adverbial +<
Conjunctive T TLT/ T 53 TEALTT BALD g:)aﬁ?dggtté‘s’al-l-r;‘?l/""csg) Negative +<AUN (1 -ad))
Tentative 755 TL&S ;i N T Conditional: +T#hIE Neg.Past  +<Zhork
Negative o written: C & 780N T‘i HYFHEA £55 - BELICAD BV 23"_’;“2!5":. -:_E\ Neg. “When” +<h>7=5
spoken: % 72U L HYFHA 8575 BoA A ERATS (IDHEVE: ' Neg.Cond.  +<7%&Fhid
For other negative forms, simply conjugate %L\ or & 1) &t A as appropriate. R*E3 BR*EICES HE2ICHDS Note: some endin ~4* , e.g. : S
A formal [positive only] « version is obtained using T + &% (cf. pol. neg. form). FEL e BTHRYIIARD  (TKR3) :iﬁt’);e hL’;ena«;\(u%;fv J Neg. Conj. +<KT
Alternative polite negatives are obtained with [spoken plain] + TY . SRS R v, S R e except HELY - XD ’ Tentative +H%5 (rare)
ERAF: ~Y >~ #nsF: ~h - ~0

NB: when marked with dots, “/&” is pronounced “t>”
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